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3 o'clock, p. m. 

Senate met-rnll called-quorum present. 
l\Ir. Parkins oOered the following Resolution: 
"Resolved, That the Hon. Antonio N,;:l.\'atro, Senator from 

Bexar county, be allowed an interpreter for the present session, 
o.nd that su~h interpreter be allowed, out of the contingent fund 
for the use of the Senate, three dollars per day while employed 
as such :" adopted. 

On motion of .Mr. Cqny, the Sen::ite adjourned until to-mor
row morning, 10 o'clock. 

--" 
Thursday, 10 o'clock, a. ro. 

December 23d, 1847. 

Senate met-roll called-The following Senators answered 
to their names : 

Messrs. Abbott, B ourland, Brashear, Burleson; Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grjme:5, McRae, Navarro, Parker, Perkins, Phil
lips, Wallace, Williams and Wootten---quorum present-The 
Journal of the preceding day read and adopted. 

Mr. Jewett introduced a bill to be en titled an act, to prohibit 
the sale or disposal of powder, lood, or spirituous liquors to 
Indians : read :bt time. · 

Mr. Wallace otf~red t'hc foll<1'\vi~ Rcsolttion: 
"Resolved, That the Lieutenant Governor of tha State, no\v pre

siding, ex <r/!icw, a::> Pre:>ideut of the Senate thereof, appoint all 
the stand ing committees of the Senate, in his discretion, for and 
during the present ses::>in of the Legislature of said State; it 
being one of hi::> prerogatives to do so, and it devolving upon 
him otherwise according to Parliamentary usage, as under
stood by the Senate :" adopted. 

Mr. Gage o!fore<l the following Resolution : 
"Resolved, That a special collUUittee of five be appointed, 

whose duty it shall be to take into consideration, and report to 
the Senate by hill or otherwise, as to the best probable mode of 
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ascertaining the amount and character of the debt of the late 
Republic of Texas :" adopted. 

Messrs. Gage, Dancy, Brashear, Wal lace and Cuny wers 
apProintcd said committee. 

The Senate then proceeded to the orders of the day: 
Joint re~olution authorizing and requiring the Governor to 

propose a sale of the.public lands to i~e Government of the 
United States: read 2d time; and, · 

On motion of Mr. Clark, referred to the committee ~>n State 
Affairs; 

' A bill to be entitled an Act, defining the office and duties of 
coroner~, approved May 13th, 1846: read 2d time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, referred to the committee on th• 
Judiciary; 

A bHl to be entitled an Act, to provide for vesting in the 
State, escheated property: read 2d time; and, 

On motion of Mr. Gage, referred to the committee on the 
Judiciary; 

A bill to be entitled an Act, for the punishment of crimes and 
misdemeanors : read 2d time ; and, 

On motion of l\'lr. Williams, referred to the committee on 
the Judiciary. 

A message was received from the House of Representatives, 
through their chief clerk, Ben. F. Hill, tran:;mitting the unfin
ished business of the first Legislature of the State of Texas:r 
which originated in the Senate: also informing the Ser.ate 
that the Honse had passed a bill to be entitled an Act, to pro
vide for locating the seat of justice of the county of Austin. 

Mr. Wallace; by leave, introduced a bill to be en-titled an act, 
to amend an act, entitled an act, to prescribe the time for the 
biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of Texas; 
read 1st time. 

On motion of Mr. Gage, the Senate adjourned until 3 o'clock, 
p.m. 

·3 o'clock, P. M. 

Senate met-roll callcd--quorum present. 
A bill to be entitled an act to provide for locating the seat 

of justice ef the county of Austin, read 1st time. 
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A message was received from His Excellency the Governor, 
presenting a communication in wTjting, which, on motion of 
Mr. Parker, was read. 

l\fr. Perk.ins moved to amend the 52d rule of the Senate, by 
-striking out all after the word "books." Cnnied. 

On motion of Mr. Phillips, the following report of the Com
missioner of the•Gcneral Land Office wis read. 

General La.nu Office, l 
State of Tex~., Dec. lB4 7. j 

His ExceUency the Governor, 
.T. PJNCRNE¥ HElfDERSON, 

and tlie Honorable LegislaJ:are. 

Gentlemen :-In accordance with the usages of the country, 
l herewith submit for your consideration a report, containing 
a few remaxks upon the Laud System ; the Commissioner, be
lieving it to be unnecessary to enter into very lengthy details 
in this report, inasmuch ns be has heretofore in his reports 
pointed out most of the principal defects of the system, and 
at a time when it might have been good policy l~ have reme
died such defects , but at this time, the Commissioner of the 
General '.L.a~d Office would not advUie much change, as the 
•citizens of the count-ry have learned its details. Whereas, a 
very material change in our Land System would at this time, 
cause much error and great confusion, without producing an 
adequate benefit, having progressed so far with the present, 
although bad system, •as to make any extensive alteration al· 
most imp0ssiblc, which woold harmonize with. the present in
terests of the people, wherefore, the Commi1:1sioner will con
fine himself to merely such points as xcqnire amendment, to
gether with an expose of the business done in th,.e General 
Land Office since the adjourdmeot of the last Legislature. 

The first and most importo.nt subject is the necessity of pro
·curing a suitable building for the archives of the General Land 
Office. The building a.t present in use, is very much dilapida
ted, and being constructed of the most inflamable material of 
wood, is not a safe receptacle of such valuable r.ecords to the 
-citizens of the country of all cla!ses. The present office is not 



only dangerous, from the in.flammable matc:riaI of whlch it is 
constructed, but is rendered more unsafe by adjoining houses, 
built of like material, owned by private individuals: who rent 
their property for the largest price, regardless of the great lia-
biHty there is to' fire- by the occupanee of the hom;cs by transient 
persons : ancl :mch is the dilapidated: state of the buildings ad
joining the General J..antl Office, that none will r.cnt them but 
transient persons ; if even the buildings 'Tcrc of a good class, 
but of the same kind of material, the archive:> arc yet unsafe: as 
the history of this plac~ f<;>r the la:itfaw year:> wiU pro\·e j the 
best and tmcst of the bmld1ngs have been. destroyed by f:re and 
by aceic.fcnt; wherefore, I have no doubt that the Lcgislature
will see the importance as I do, of procuring a suitable fire· 
proof building f~ ilic records of the General L:md Office. 
::)hool<l the present building be burnt as other buildings have 
been in the city of Austin, it would then be too late to recom
mend or provide. The cost of a good brick building with. 
stone or brick floors, slate roof and iron window frames and; 
shutters, would not be m"re tl\an $15,000 .. 

With a view to the sale of the public domain, it bC'eomes 
neces:-:iary to close, at au early day, t.hc location of the; claims 
deri..ved,undcr the iu-cscnt and' prior laws of tbi~ country. It is 
well known that a largt} stirplus domain. will belong to the
State after-all her land liabilitie:; arc paid, out it cannot be as
eertained what tlie surplus public domain is, until all the present 
liabiltties arc located, an<l 1he surYeys returned to the General 
Laud O.fficc. I wouI:d theref orc suggest, that a period of three 
6r four years should be fixed' upon, fol" all per!:ions entitled to 
lands of this government, to: locate and have their claims sur
veyed, and their field notes, oertificates and warrant:; lodged in 
the General Land 0ttke. PertKms whQ have .located, or who 
may· locate rmds,. should be required to have the l:rncl surveyed 
and the field notes deposited in the General Land Office within 
a specified time, or forfeit the location, as many persons have 
takcrr ad~antage of the present laws and have held land simply 
by locmiou to cv~ d J the payment of taxes. Much injury has 
been· <lone, and much more it is :/bared will be done to the re
sident citizens of this country; by the ,\rant of some la\V for 
their protection against the old Spanish and l\1cxiean grants, 
the enstence of which has not been made known to this gov
ernment: wherefore, many of our citizens have located land ~· 
believing them to be public and unappropriated domain-no_ 



only baTe tbcy locatecl, but they have bestowed upo.n it their 
labor for several years, and have made extensive impro~·ementR, 
believing the fee to the land to be fully vested in them ~y their 
location and survey, and ·:i.;ery often by a patent which th~y 
.may have received from this govornment. Many titles, o1 
•which the existence has heretofore in this c@untry been un
known, have been filed and regjstered in this office with.in the 
last year, oear:ly all whid1, together with. mostaf the old grants 
t\Vhich have been registered in this office sernral years since, 
·have the governmerit<lucs been unpaid thereon. If the grants 
.:are legal,.surel_y some means should be adopted to enforce the 
,payment of dues. Few of the ten and eleven league grants 
purchased of the St.ate of Coahuila and Texas, have been paid 
for. 

The Commissioner of 1he General L and Office most ear
nestly entreats the Governor and Honorable Legislature to 
wiew the e{focts .of the law which authorizes suits to be institu
ted agarnst the officers of gove.rnment by mandamus.. The ill 
.effects of that law are very apparent to the Commissioner, and 
he herewith submits one or two cases to elucidate his meaning, 
as follows : 

W 'herevcr a .controversy has >arisen between two citizens as . 
to the right of either to a certain piece of land, boU1 of whom 
bavc had the land surveyed and their rcspectiv.e field notes filed 
in the General Land Q ffice, the field notes of .e ither bearing the 
same date., and the right, so far as the Commi:ssioncr can judge, 
being cg na1; he, therefore, neither espouses the c.ause of one 
party or the other, but r cfo.ses tG give a patent to either, until 
between themselves they settle their controversy: but one of 
the parties ob ta.ins a :writ of man<lamu~, which is made pe
remptory, because the Commissioner sets up no claim in be
half of tile State; the other party acts in like manner, and the 
consequence is, that bvo patent,; to different persons are issued 
to the same land. 

A snit was brought by writ of mandamus against the Com
mission er of the General L and Office, requiring him to issoo a 
patent upon a survey made by the ~un'Byors of San Patricio 
county, the land being in a disputed territory, claimed by the 
surveyors b(}th of San Patricio a nd Bexar counties, and being 
surveyed by the surveyors of both these counties, upon en· 
tTies made by persons jn each county. The result was, that in 
..consequence of the State havjng no interest in the land in cou· 



tro•ersy, and not being able to a..~rtaio from t1ie inaccurate
surveyf og done in thes~ two counties, or one of them, the iden
tieal claim with which there was a conflict, the mandamus was 
made pere~ptory, without deciding whether the party was le
gally entitl~ to a patent in that territory, in preferuoce to those 
who located in Be:sar cowity: upon the other side, if the per
BODll who hall their surveys made by the surveyort1 of Bexar, 
aboold bring suit in the same marmer, the dech.1ion of the court 
must aiso be the same; thereby causing the State to i.8sue two. 
or more patents for the same land, whereby the character of our 
titles is much im~red. · 

It became the duly of the Com. of the Gea. Land Office, iB 
the year 1841, to report to the Congresa of the Republic oC 
Texas, a fraud of great magnitude, embncing in its character 
the crime of forgery, committed upon the Jlcpublic by faL!e aodi 
forged repoJ\S having bet>n depo11ited in the General Land Of
fice, purporting to have been the tt:fuh of the labor:i of the Com
mi~s1onerd avpointed '° detect fraudulent land certificate.'~, ii~ 
their examinnt1on of the acts of the board of Land Commis
aionel'l! of Jas1ler county, which reports contained an excess of 
cla.im11, amounting to seventy·t<ix ~e1' nud twenty-four la
bors more than the Commill8ionen have recommended. It 
~in, by the force of circWillltancea, becomes the duty of the 
Commissioner to lay the whole matter before the Legislature,. 
inasmaeb a.'I a suit ii; now. pending in the District Court of 
'fra.vis county, for the porpo11e of compelling the Commissioner 
of the General Land Office to iasue a patent gpon one of the 
above named 5cventy-six ~~ &c., the certificate having 
been c-ertifie<l to by the former clr.rk of the board of Laud Co111-
mi&1ioners of J~per county, as having been approved by the 
Commissioners npJ>?inted to detect fraudulent land certificates,. 
the name of the wd clerk having also been signed to \be frau
dulent reporu . 

The snit DO\T inmtuted, being brought by a pem>R who was 
• Te!'Y con:1picuous in forcing one o( the fraod9nt reports above 
referred to, into the General Land O~, which the following. 
Mtters, &c.,. will more clearly show! 



M. B. LEwrs, Esq.: 

General Land Office, l 
Au:;tin, Feb. 9th, 1 -11. f 

Dear Sir :-Enclosed you will find o. copy of the returns of 
the examining board of Conunissioncr::i from your county. 
From information had in the oJiice, l am induced to believe 
that some error has crept into the report filc<l here; in some 
instances, the quantity of land hi uot rorrcc:t, iu others, there 
are names which have not passed the board of Commission· 
crs. Wherefore, I would request of you as a favor, that you 
would examine the enclosed report with the original, and makt> 
such corrections as are proper, ttocl advi~c the General Land 
Office, 3.::1 soon as possible. 

U you will read the twelfth section of the "act to dctcctfroucl
ulent land certi.ficatc:s, &c." you will find upou ca.ref ully exam
ining the ~amc, that the Commissioners 11houkl Ulake their re· 
turns to the General Land Ollicc, with their proper signatures 
attached thereto, which in my opinion, would be the only true 
way of detecting frauds, a.s the law did not contemplate that 
any Commissioner or Clerk who sat on the Board before, 
should act on this unless as auxiliaries. You will, therefore, 
procnre as many signatureli of the b<111rd nppointed to detect, 
&c., to the retmns as you possibly can. 

Wlth much regard, 1 rcmaju your obd't 11erv't, 
'l'HOS. WM. WARD, 
Uom'r. Gen'l. Land OIIice. 

P. S. I would f urthcr remark, that you hnving been elected 
County Surveyor, it will be Dl~C'e~sary to forward your bond to 
the State Department, before you can be recognized as such. 

Hon. l\1. B. Lnvi.s, 
Cltitf Ju.slice Jasper Cou-nty: 

Gencml Land Office, l 
Austin, April bt, 1841. I 

Sir-By l\Ir. Huling, member from Ja<5per, I fonvardecl a 
copy of tile returns of the examining Board of L'lnd Commis-
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sioners for t·aid county, for comparison with tho original re
cords of the county. I was induced to do thi~ in con->equence 
of information having been lodged at this ofiice, that a portion 
of the namt•s in.;ertcd on said return, was done witlwut the an
thority of the examining board. You will oblige me by com
paring the copy ::;ent, and inform me if any <lifforcncc <>xist", or 
forward a duplicate as soon as possible, as daily applications 
are being made for patents to lnnd :;WVC)'Cd by anthority of 
certificates said to have been fraudulently in::;crtcd in the return 
now on file in this oflicc. 

I am very respectfully, your most obd't sNv't, 
THOS. \V.M. \VARD, 
Com'r Gcn'l Land Office. 

JAsr£R Cousrv, August 16th, 1811. 

Tuos. \V .M. WARD, EsQ.: 

Sir;-Accompa.nying you have a true copy of the original 
records of the Board of Travelling Commissioners, exactly such 
a document a.s l forwarded tolou by 1\Ir. George W. Glass
cock, about the first day of:\ ay last, with this exception; the 
signature of the Sheriff of the county, was firs t on the one 
mislaid, which I forwarded by Glasscock. But, sir, to my 
great astonishment, you forwarded by Col. Espy, a. dccument 
purporting to ha Ye been forwarded by me to your office, which 
document, God knows to be ns base a piece of forgery as ever 
escaped the pen of n. forging villi an. Glasscock told me, that 
you told him, to say to me, that he would probably be the shor· 
tt-st and sa.f'cst conveyance. I forwarded them by Glasscock 
believing it to be n. safe conYeyancc. I also forwarded other 
documents by him. He wrote to me from \Vashington on the 
Brazos, that he had mailed my documents at that place. owing 
·to bis travelling so slow. Hence it is, if Glasscock is not one 
of the party of the certificate forgers of our county, or has not 
tukcn a brib~ from them, the re is som('thing wrong in some of 
the post offiocs at Washington city or Austin, or between the 
two places. Accompanying, you have a copy of a Jetter 
which accompanied the documents which I forwarded by 
Glasscock; a:; well as a copy of the resolutions of a commit-
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tee of the people. I am sorry to say that it looks strange, that 
Glasscock should mail ' part of the documents J forwarded by 
him and retain pa.rt. t:iucb appears to be the fact from your 
letter to me, that my bond as county Sur\·eyor, ha.s been han
ded into the ofl1ceofSecrctary of 'tate liy Glasscock. I gave 
him tbe bond, the same time that I gave him the other docu
ments. There is as few certificate forgers in this county of 
Jasper, as probably aay county in the Republic, but what we 
have, a.re of the first character. 1 fonvnr<l this document as 
an experiment, I h&vt: just such another ready, which I will 
forward by a private conveyance. 

I am sir, with respect, your ob'dt. servt. 
l\I. B. l..E WIS, Chirf Justice. 

N. B. Please let me know if you received a package offield 
notes, at the same time you receh·ed the forged document.
I forwarded a package by Glasscock. 

Resper.tfully, 1\1· B, L. 
A copy of a letter forwarded by George W. Glasscock. 

JA!'lrEn CouNTY, April 24th, 1811. 
T o Ifox. Tuos. w~r. "WARD, 

Commissoner of Gcn'l. L rmcl Office: 
Sir,-Accompanying you have o. true copy of the origina.l 

record of the examining Board pf Commissioners for Jas
per county, bearing date 2Gth J unc, A. D. l~ lO. It was not 
convPnient to obtain the original signatures of the Examining 
Commissioners, except one (Gideon J. Goode,) whose certifi
cate you will see accompanying. :{3ut sir, in order to give all 
possible e \ridencc of the corrections of the accompanying copy, 
I have obtained the official certificates of all the principal of
ficers of this county, which I hope will bt' satisfactory. 

I am sir, with regard, yoor ob'dt. sen·t. 
1\1. B. LEWIS, Chief Justice, J. 0. 

N. B. This letter is a copy, so far as wrote on the subject of 
I\ copy of the records of the Board of Travelling Commission
ers. 

Respectfully, M. B. L. 
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ZAYALLA, JASPER CouNTY, August 17th, 1841. 
Taous W .i. WARD, Esq., 

Commisrioner of the General Land Office: 
Sir,-Agreeably to yourli.nstructions, I conveyed the returns 

entrusted tome to the proper person. Upon comparing the 
last returns purporting to have been made by 1\1. B. Lewis, it 
was ascertained to be a forgPry beyond a doubt. A meeting 
of the people was called, and it was unaoimously resolved by 
the largest concourse o~ citizens ever met in this county, that 
a true copy of the record should be ma.de out.and forwarded to 
your department,-a copy to be sent by mail, aud one by pri
vate conveyance, so that you should receive one genuine re
turn from our county at least, and at la.'!t. It is now hoped, 
that this return sent this day by mail, under lock end key will 
arri \'e safo, and be amply satisfactory, legal and in just train 
for legal claimants to get their patents from this day hence
forth, without any difficulty. 

I have the honor to remain your ob't. serv't. 
THOS. H. ESPY. 

Wu~llEAS, there has been a true copy of the original record or 
the Board of Travelling Commissioners, made out and certi
fied to officially, by A. J. Isaacs, Sheriff, II. Good, Clerk 
District Court, under seal, C. K. Blanchard, Cfork of Coun
ty Court under seal, Gideon J. Goode, former County Com
missioner of the Ex·amining Board, and M'.. B. Lewis, Chief 
Justice, under seal of office, which was forwarded to the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, by what was con
sidered a safe conveyance, which '\Vas suppressed, and a 
forged document, with sundry leagues and labors qf land 
inserted, more than was in the correct one, mad~ its way 
into the General Land Office, with the signature of the 
Chief Justice of our county forged, and with the seal of the 
County Court: Therefore, We, a Committee, chosen by the 
good people of Jasper county, at the court house in the town 
ofJasper, the 3d day of August, 1841, to ·wit: M. B. Lewis, 
Chairman. T. B. Huling, Edward Good, John A. Smith, 
Thos. H. Espy, Hardy Pace, Wm. McMaha.n; Josiah Ste· 
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venson, E. '\V. llarper, Brillon Hall, James Thomason, 
N. II. Gochran, Andrew l saacs, Caleb Burnester, Sec
retary, for the purpose of taking- into consideration the nu
merous frauds practiced upon the rights of our citizens and 
the Republic. by the frequent attempts to introduce into the 
General Land Office, false or forged documents, purporting 
to have originated in this county, as well as purporting to 
be n true copy of the original records of the Bourd of 
Travelling Commissioners; o.Jso, to devise some means and 
to adopt some measures that will secure pence and confi
dence .j.t home, and give to our slandered people charac
ter abroad, do in the name of the worthy and law a.hiding 
citizens of our county, adopt the following Rcsol~tions: 

R<!$ol1:Bd, 1st. That two correct copies of the original record 
of th<' Board ofTra.velling Commi~sione~ ho made out nnd cer
tified to officially, by as ma.ny of tho principal officers of our 
county as may be convenient, a.nd tbat the Chairman of this 
committee ho authorized to appoint a suitable committee to 
copy the aforesaid record, and also a suitable committee to 
convey one copy to the Commissioner of the Grneral Lund Of. 
fice at the city of Austin, and ali>o to forward one copy of said 
record by mail, and to take the receipt of the post master for 
the snme. 

Resol1•cd, That a sufficient sum of money be rni ed, by vol
untary contribution, to defray the oxp<•1isos of tho committee 
bearing the rlocument melltioned in the preceding resolutions 
to the city of Austin, and that tho individual bearing them, 
sbaU be rrquired to give a receipt for the same•, and take them 
under n. pledge of his honor, that they will be delivered safely 
into the hands of thr proper officc1·s of the Genera.I Land Of
fice, unless provi<lcnt1a1Jy prevented. 

Besolued, Tha.t n copy of'thes<' resolutions and preamble ac
companying, be forwarded to the General Land Otlice, with 
the a.foresaid document; and the committee bearing the same 
shall be despatched as soon as possible. 

\Vhercopon, the committee adjourned until Monday follow-
ing, 0th August. • 

Attest, 
CALEB BURNISTER. Sec'y. 

Made out under the pro\•bions of the abo\•e Hesolutions, and 
copied this 17th day of August, in Zavalla, by 

TllOS. II. ESPY. 
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JAs PER CousTY, Oct. 26th, 1841. 

Co:'ll's. GE:iL. LA'\D 0FFrCE: 

Sir,-Yours of Sept. 8th, has bern received. which afforded 
much pleasure to the citizens of this county, to know that nil 
was right iu the General La nd Office. In accordance ''"ith the 
resolutions or the committcr, I forward by the II on. Robert A. 
Pennall, the other copy of the records of the Board of Travel
ling Commi sioncrr-, with sundry unconditional head-right cer-
tificat~s enclosod. ' 

I am Sir, with the highest rcF;pcct, your most oh"t ~crYt. 
M. B. LEWIS, C!tirf Justice. 

The object of the Commi ·sioner of the General Land Office 
in thus troubling the Legislature with this expose, is to sho 
the necessity of employing n Counsellor to repres"nt the State 
in such suit!! as may be brought against it, under the law a u
thorizing suits to be instituted against the officers of Go,·ern 
ment by mandamus. At present it is not the duty of eithe 
the District Attorney or the Attorney General, to defoncl the 
State in such suits as may be brought against it in tbc Dis
trict Court, under the law above referred to. For should it be 
considered the duty of the District Attcrney to attend to such 
suits, much more labor wou Id devolve upon him whose Dis
trict the Neat of Government is in, than upon any other DiS' 

' trict Attorney of the State, ancl so numerous and important are 
the suits now pending in the District Court against the State, 
that the interest of the Stat oulcl warrant the employment at 
the best counsellor, who ::.hould be required to reside 
theSeat ofGovernment. To take into consideration the costs the 
State has to pay for suits, which in many instances it has no 
interest in, the Commissioner of the General Land Office doe 
not hesitate to say, that the Statr would sarn money by th 
appointment of a Counsellor, although a liberal salary were 
allowed. 

Notwithstanding the difficulty under which this office hM 
labored by the resignation of the Clerks. at the time of the ad
journment of the last Legislature, and the consequent delay 
occasioned by selecting and instructing others in their several 
duties, together with much delay in procuring a supply of pa• 
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tents, this office !ins issued six thousand four hundredd and 
twcn!y-nine patents since tbe meeting of the last Legislature. 
Tho Commissioner bas much satisfaction in suyin~ thnt the bu
Ssinessdonc in tbe General Lnnd Office the past two years. 

0

hru1 
given to those porsons who ha.ve bncl business with it, general 
.satisfactiou, chieUy owing to th~ ability an<l attention ot' the 
Clerks, nud the more than usual stability of the law:s; to foave 
:\Vithout a.Iteration the district boundaries, cannot ho too fully 
impressed upon the minds of the honorable Legislature.
Heretofore, when the Surve) or~· bounds were ~ovnncd by the 
annual chnnge of county boundaries, grent nnd almost irrenl-
il•dable confusion was the result. Now, it is plrasing to notice,. 
that instead of increasing confusion, many of the former diffi
culties and clashing of suneys are adjusted. 

Although much effort has been made to oLtain a mn.p of lha 
District ofRmlRiver, yet, up to the p1·esent to t imc. all our efforts 
have been futile, owing chiefly to the great inaccuracy of the 
surveying, and want of connection in the surveys; but it is ex
pected through the energy and perse\·erance of the per~on now 
,engaged in the compilation of that map, that something may 
be eilccted, which will enable the ~tato to give a tolerable de
i;cription of the land whicli may be patented. Although all 
the other districts ba,·e maps in this office, many of them are 
so very incorrect, that is impossible to i\dd the sun·eys of the 
present <lay to them, and many of the surveys which were 
made p1·evious to, and since the compilation of the maps.- · 
'l'o remedy this evil, the Commi8sio1wr is satisf1ed, there is but 
one corrc~ course to be adopted, whiah is the employment oi 
competent pl'lrson11 by the Sta.le t~ompile maps of the several 
dq.ict:-1. ln consequenec of theS'rrlall sala.ry allowerl to the 
Driftsmau ofthiw oflicc, a ~cntleman who had discharged 
the tlutie <> of that office for tlw last four years was tompelled 
io resi~n; the salary not being sufficient for the ordinary sup
port ot' his family, by which the :::ttato has suffered n great in
con\·enicncc: the place is yet Yacant, although efforts hn\'e 
been made to procure a p1'r5on of proper qualiticatiom1 to !Hl 
it. The appropriation which was mo.de by the last Legisla
tur~ for postage is n<>t one lialf expended. That for the pay
ment of Land Scrip sun·eyshns been insufficient. The amount 
appropriatetl for the contingent expenses of this office has been 
in:.utlicicnt. the Commissioner having been compelled out or 
liis own rrsourees, to furnish fire-wood, portr.rage and many 
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<>ther necessaries. In consequence of the last Legislature fail
ing to make an appropriation for the payment of district maps, 
&c., this office has been much retarded in its business. Much 
inconvenience ariaes to persons having business with this office, 
through the neglect of several ot the Clerks of the Boards oC 
Land Commissioners, in consequence of their not forwarding 
reports of the business of their respective boards. There are 
sixteen counties from which this office bas not as yet received 
any report; wherefore, persons who have procured certifi
cates from them cannot obtain their patents until the reports 
are made. 

In the contracts made for colonizing parts of the country, a 
clause has been inserted to reserve each alternate section from 
settlement by the colonists and, as a doubt has arisen in the 
minds of many citizens as to whether the alternate sections are 
reserved for the sole use of the State, or, whether they are a 
part of the unappropriated and public domain, subject to be 
located by the citizens, I would most respectfully adYise an ex
pression.of the will of the Legislature by the enactment of a 
law, stating definitely whether they arc subject to location or 
not, inasmuch as some persons are locating those alternate 
-sections; whereas, many wish to locate them and fear to do so. 

The attention of the Legislative bodies of the country has 
been heretofore directed to material defect in our patenting sys
tem; but as the subjeet has been passed over without action, 

· the Commissioner conceh·es it his duty, again to lay the sub
ject before the Legislature. Many persons having procured 
head-right-certificates, bouaJy land warrants, and purchased 
scrip of the Gover11ment, located them nnd deposited the sur
veys in the General Land Office, upon which patents have been 
made, and bear date subsequent to the decease ot the person 
to whom the certificates, warrant or scrip was granied, which 
in law is considered void, as no grant can be made to the dead. 
Wherefore, it becomes necessary to legalize by stailate what 
has been done. and convey the right to the heirs or legal own
e"rs, and to provide for such cases in future. 

I have the honor to be your Yery ob't. serv't. 
THOS. WM. WARD. 

On motion of Mr. Parker the report was referred to the 
committee on Public Lands. 
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On motion of .l\fr. Burleson, the Senate adjourned until to-
morning 9 o'clock. . 

Friday 9 o'clock, A. M. 
December 24th, 1847. 

Senate met; roll called; The following Senators answered to 
their names. 

Messrs. Abbott, Bourland, Brashear, Burleson, Clark, Cuny, 
Dancy, Gage, Grimes, Jewett, McRea, Perkins, Phillips, Wal
lace, Willia.ms and Wootten; quorum present. 

The Journal of the preceding dny was read and adopted. 
Mr. Cuny introduced a bill to be entitled an act to vest in 

the county of Austin, for county purposes, tho property of the 
corporation of the town of San Fclipi-read first time. 

The Senate then proceedcded to the orders the day. 

A bill to be entitled an net to amend an act to prescribe the 
time for the biennial meeting of the Legislature of the State of 
Texas:-read second time. 

And, on motion of Mr. Clark referred to tho committee on 
State affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to prohibit the sale or disposal 
of powder, lead or spirituous liquors, to Indians: read second 
time; 

And, on motion of Mr. Dancy, was referred to the Commit
tee on Indian affairs. 

A bill to be entitled an act to provide for locating the seat of 
Justice of tho County of Austin: read second time. 

And, on motion or Mr. Cuny, was laid on the table. 
A message was received from the House of Reptesentatives 

through their Chief Clerk, Mr. Ben. F. llill, informing the Sen
ate that the House had passed a Joint Resolution requesting 
the contractor of the mail route from Austin to Bonhatn, to 
transport the same weekly instead of semi-monthly, and ma
king provisions fQr the same, in which they bad suspended all 
rules, and request a like suspension on the part of the Senate. 

l\fr. Clark offered the following resolution: 


